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SERMON XXI. 
Delivered in the Universalist Church in Salem, Mass. 
BY REV. JOHN F. MYERS. 


“Thave been young, and am now old, yet have I not-seen the righteous forsaken, no 
his seed begging bread.” —Psalm 37: 25. 





WHATEVER may have been said by obstinate contenders for creeds and 
opinions of human establishment, respecting the sufferings of virtue, and the 
enjoyments of vice, we have the incontrovertible declaration of the king of 
Israel to convince us, that the righteous are protected by the hand of God. 
The Psalmist, from his youth to his age, saw all varieties of disposition, all 
the various conditions of life ; he beheld the ungodly in their most flourish- 
ing condition ; he saw the righteous frequently in tribulation ; yet, after all, 
he exclaims—* [ have never seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed beg- 
ging bread.”” ‘The superiority of virtue to vice needs no other evidence 
than daily experience will afford. We must not conclude, because we see 
the good man frequently suffering by the cold hand of misfortune, that the 
ways of virtue are not ways of pleasantness, nor her paths the paths of peace. 
The unrighteous may flourish for a time, like the flower of midsummer ; 
but, at the first blast of misfortune, they fade away and die. But the truly 
virtuous man, like the evergreen of the forest, stands unhurt amidst the 
storms of adversity, as well asin the sunshine, the showers, and the gen- 
tle breezes of prosperity. Difficulties may oppress him ; opposition may 
hinder him ; danger may ftight him; but he is superior to all sublunary 
vicissitudes, for his hope is in the living God. ‘True, we behold the most 
plous and religious individuals groaning under the burdens of life ; their 
portions often seem to be beyond the calm endurance of Christian patience 
or heroic fortitude ; their friends frequently fall around them into the tomb, 
and they mourn their abrupt departure. And, were we to behold them un- 
der this galling weight of affliction, we might conclude that they in reality 
found the road of virtue to be rugged and barren, and might say that virtue 
went unrewarded to the grave. But a more minute inspection of the hu- 
man character, will convince us, that beneath the sable robes of adversity, 
there are irradiations of heavenly comfort ; in the bitter cup of sorrow, 
we behold the ingredients intermingled, that make it at last palatable. We 
find that calmness, that complacency, that inward satisfaction, which will 
lead the’ afflicted saint to exclaim, in the language of David, “ it is good 
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tor me that I have be en afflicted.”” On the other hand, if we carefully ex- 
amine the condition of the sinner, or the ungodly, we cannot fail of being 
convinced, that under the golden robes of prosperity, there are frequently 
bitter pangs ; the secret discontent which gnaws at the heart ; the reproach- 
es of a troubled conscience ; the deep-fetched sighs of repentance ; and the 
restless anxieties that haunt the troubled spirit of the wicked, proclaim, in 4 
language that is legible to aii, that “ the way of the transgressor is hard.” 
There is no peace to the wicked ; like the troubled sea, they are in a state 
of perpetual ay itation. ‘They need a physician to heal their malady ; they 
stand in need of the mighty physician, to cleanse them from their secret 
faults. No other than such will be able to eradicate their disturber ; for it 
is a malady of the heart. ‘Therefore, before we too hastily conclude the 
vicious happy, let us remember, in the words of the poet— 

“ Oft pining cares in rich brocades are drest, 

And diamonds glitter on an anxious breast.” 

{ would by no means be understood to mean, that splendour and magnifi- 
cence are always the ornaments of guilt ; or that virtue resides only in the 
vale of poverty and dependence. Little doss he know of man’s true condi- 
tion, who would entertain or propagate such a groundless idea. Wealth 
presents but few obstacles to the practice of virtue. On the contrary, by 
affording the means of making others happy, it opens the streams of gene- 
rosity, and conducts them to the bosom of the poor, the sick, and the dy- 
ing. He truly is a virtuous man, who has been good in proportion to his 
abilities ; whose covetousness never deprived the widow and the fatherless 
of their support, or whose generosity has caused sickness to smile, and 
drawn modest worth from the low vale of life, into notice and respect. 

The Psalmist, ike other men, had been young and old. He had enjoyed 
all the pleasures of youth. He could look back upon the season of gaiety 
and boyhood, when the scenes of nature were yet new ; when the heart 
bounded with vigour ; the limbs played with health and activity ; the eyes 
sparkled with spirit ; and the heart danced to the song of hope. He could 
remember manv sports and pastimes of childhood ; many pleasing levities ; 
many frolicsome hours of festivity and joy ; but on such a retrospect he felt, 
as every man must feel, something that told him the frailty and the mortal- 
ity of man. He could recollect many of the companions of his boyhood, 
whose names were then lost in silence ; many jovial comrades of his youth- 
ful days, whose participation of the same pleasures with himself, had en- 
deared them to him; but now, in the calm maturity of his life, when his 
head was hoary with age, he exclaims, t!:at he never saw the righteous forsa- 
ken. nor his seed begging bread. 

if we minutely survey human nature, and endeavour to ascertain why so 
many of the human family are seen reduced from elevated situations of life, 
to beggary and want, it will be no difficult thing to discover, that in the 
height of their honour, they became negligent of the law of right ; they for- 
got the precepts of the Most High; abundance made them insolent ; inso- 
lence broke through the restraints of society ; and their conduct reduced 
them from respectability, and wealth, and honour, to a state of depercence, 
and misery. ibey © deavoured, in vain, to regain their former station.— 
They had forieited the good opinion of the world. ‘They found it too late to 
alter their dispositions. ‘Thev saw ruin hastily approaching ; and, in the 
giddy whirl of intoxication and sorrow, they proceeded apace to the abyss 
of destruction. 
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In eulenweinn to account for the origin of vice, we find, that it com- 
monly proceeds from erroneous ideas about the tendency of actions. The 
confident, the adventurous, and the ambitious, before they have duly con- 
sidered the consequences that are likely to follow from a certain course of 
conduct, rush, without forethought or intention, upon unforeseen destruc- 
tion, till they are rendered miserable, and find their folly when it is too late. 
Almost all the errors into which negligence and rashness betray mankind, 
will be found, when well considered, to have originated from erroneously 
supposing, that by doing evil, good will come. No man, whatever he may 
assign as the cause of his wickedness, can deny, that in doing any crime, he 
did first please his imagi ation with anticipating the felicity which he 
would be likely to gain by his wickedness or folly. When the brethren of 
Joseph, in days of old, contrived means to rid themselves of a young and 
innocent brother, they were doubtless incited to that wickedness, by the 
hope of good. We are not to suppose that they voluntarily went about to 
do evil, thinking that evil would be to their destruction. To suppose this, 
would be to suppose what is not justified by the nature of things. But they 
imagined, that by selling their inoffensive brother as a slave, they should be 
rendered more happy than they would otherwise be. Accordingly, they sold 
him to a band of travelling Ishmaelites. Here they supposed the affair to 
terminate. But it was otherwise in the mind of the Deity. These brethren 
of Joseph, we are informed, “ meant it unto evil,” but “ God meant it un- 
to good.”’ But, what most deserves our notice, is the unravelling of this 
mystery. It so happened, that the persecuting brethren of Joseph were 
compelled by want, to leave their natal land, and travel into Egypt, to buy 
corn to save them from starvation. Here they beheld their brother, whom 
they had inhumanly sold as aslave, their powerful protector, and governor 
of the whole land of Egypt. What their feelings were on this occasion, is 
better imagined than described. But, what did Joseph do? Did he now 
take the opportunity to resent their inhuman treatment? Did he destroy 
them for their former cruelty ? Did he command similar punishment to be 
inflicted upon them? No. On the other hand, in the language of mercy he 
said to them, “ grieve not that ye sold me hither; ye meant it unto evil, -but 
God meant it unto good.’” What an instance of unparalleled mercy! what 
an example of truly godlike forgiveness ! No denunciations were heard from 
him ; no recollection of their former unkindness ! but a warm and generous 
welcome to his happines- and his abundance. Just like the Saviour, when 
suffering on the cross. He did not call on the justice of heaven to inflict 
similar punishment on his persecutors. On the contrary, with his dying 
breath, he exclaimed, “ Father, forgive them, they know not what they do.’ 

What I have introduced this example of the transgressions of Joseph’s bre- 
thren for, is, that it may clearly be seen in what manner mankind are de- 
ceived into transgression. Had the brethren of Joseph firmly believed that 
‘the way of the transgressor is hard,’’ they doubtless would not have trans- 
gressed. Just so it is with all sinners. We may ask the liar, the drunkard, 
the murderer, or any other evil person in community, and we shall find no 
dificulty in discovering that they have not much cause for boasting of happi- 
ness. The righteous shall be recompensed in the earth, much more the 
wicked and the sinner. “J have been young, and now am old; yet have | 
not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.” 

Whoever einploys himself in surveying the errors and follies of mankind, 
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will find them arise from the principles which they have imbibed in their edy- 
cation. When once men are brought, by whatever means, to believe that 
it is not easy to be virtuous, but pleasant to be vicious, it is not very prob- 
able that they will do what is right. Whatever may be said to the contrary, 
it is certain, that by believing in the doctrine that virtuous ways are difficult, 
but vicious ones easy, people will be incited to practise vice, rather than 
virtue. Among the the innumerable absurdities which prevail in the religi- 
ous world, we may wel! reckon the opinion of future rewards and punish- 
ments. As this doctrine supposes neither virtue nor vice to he recompensed 
in the present state of existence, it has a tendency to make individuals be- 
lieve in the absurd and dangerous opinion, that it is of little consequence to 
their present happiness, whether they practise virtue or vice. Whoever be- 
leves in this sentiment, will scarcely refrain from doing wrong. Let such 
as desire to know the true state of things, survey the good and the bad as we 
find them in society, without being prejudiced by the dogmas of any religi- 
ous sect, and he can scarcely fail to tind out that both the righteous and the 
wicked are recompensed in the earth. 

Though I have used the terms righteous and wicked, as standing tor two 
distinct classes of men, I would by no means be supposed to convey the idea 
that itis possible to divide the human family into two classes, good and ba |. 
Whoever reflects upon this subject, will find, that there can be no individu id 
in whatever esteem he may be held for his piety or religion, that is not, ac- 
cording to the scriptures, a sinner, in the true and proper sense of the term. 
It is true, that some men are more wicked than others, “ there is none that 
doeth good ; no, not one.”’ But, whether a person be a righteous or a wick- 
ed man, it will be found that righteousness conducts to present felicity, while 
unrighteousness conducts to present wo, It is difficult to find a person of the 
strictest probity, who may not be accused of violating the divine commands ; 
and, as the apostle declares, that “ all have sinned, and come short of the 

.glory of God,” he is certainly guilty of telling an untruth, who pronounces 
any individual to be free from sin. It is not to be disputed, that in propor- 
tion to the virtue any individual possesses, will be the happiness that he will 
enjoy. 

Whether the paths of sin conduct to happiness 01 misery, let the man an- 
swer who has trodden them. Have you, my brethren, ever ventured to de- 
viate from the divine commands ? Have you not found the road of vice an 
unpleasant one ! Could you not wish that you.had never done contrary to 
the commands of the Most High? Call upon the drunkard, and ask him whe- 

ther he finds the road of vice easy. Ask the murderer whether it be plea- 
sant to commit sin. Let us therefore never suppose that the vicious enjoy 
happiness, or that the good are wretched. 

Since it is an incontrovertible truth, that the righteous and the wicked are 
recompensed in the earth, it ought to be our aim to conduct ourselves after 
the laws of virtue. It becomes us, as rational beings, to look around us, 
and consider the consequences of actions. We know that it is necessary to 
reflect frequently upon our conduct, that we may correct ourselves when 
wedo amiss. Had we no guide but ourselves, we might blunder on in ig- 
norance and uncertainty. But we have the unerring oracles of divine truth 
pointing out to us the way, the truth, and the life. The errors that mankind 
are betrayed into, originate from the mind. Once rightly inform the under- 
standing, and the heart will spontaneously accord with it. It is of the ut- 
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most importance to keep the understanding free from the contaminating i in- 
fluence of unholy thoughts. We ought to consider that all action has its 
origin in the mind; and we ought, by all means, to preserve the source of 
action unpolluted, ‘lest we poison the fountain of mor: lity. He that thinks 
evil, will quickly do evil. Our care, therefore, out to be dirceted to the 
instillation of such principles into the understanding, as have a beneficial 
tendency, and produce the happiness of individuals and the species. Pos- 
sessing, as we do, the gospel of Jesus Christ, which has the promise of the 
life that now is, and of that which is to come, we cannot do more service to 
mankind, than to teach them the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to in- 
form them respecting the things pertaining to the kingdom of God. While 
we believe in the final salvation of all men, and in the present punishment 
of the wicked, we should, as rational creatures, and true followers of the 
Redeemer, endeavour to instruct those, who labour under the pernicious in- 
fiuence of false doctrine, and wrong ideas of the divine character.“ Teach- 
ing the truth in love,” we ought to strive to conduct mankind to the fountain 
and storehouse of all good, the scriptures of divine truth. Here we may 
find a rich repast ; here is “ bread enough and to spare.”’ Without this si- 
cred volume, we should be wanderers on the dismal road of life, unacquaint- 
ed with that father and that God, from whom wederive our existence. Lest 
we should blunder on without knowing whence we came, or whither we are 
going, he has kindly condescended to ‘furnish us with the desired information. 
We are informed that we are travelling to another and a better world. We 
shall hereafter go to a state of uninterrupted felicity and eternal joy. "The 
gospel of Christ informs us, that God « will have all men to be saved, and 
come to the knowledge of the truth.” 

In concluding this dissertation, | would have my respected auditors, con- 
gratulate themselyes upon being heirs of eternal inheritance by the mediation 
of a spotless Redeemer. We are delivered, by the gospel, from all anxiety 
about our future welfare in consequence of possessing the soul elevating 
promise, that ** this mortal, shall put on immortality, and this corruptible 
shall put on incorruption.”” On this ought we to rest asa firm support in the 
hour of affliction, and in the hour of death. We ought to recollect, that the 
practice of virtue is necessary to present felicity, and that vice leads to pre- 
sent destruction. Before we act, let us stop and consider what the conse- 
quences of actions will be. Taking the scriptures for our compass, let us 
steer aright over the ocean of life, till we reach our destined haven in safe- 
ty. Our hearts may frequently deceive us ; temptations may waylay us on 
every side ; but he that looks straight forward to the goal, and will not turn 
either to the right hand or to the left, can, at least, gain the welcome plau- 
dit, “ well done, thou good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord.” 

Brethren and friends, great is the love of God towards mankind. He has 
given them the assurance, that in process of time, all the families, kindreds, 
and nations of the earth shall be blest. Taking courage from this promise, 
let us not vainly terrify ourselves with predictions of future misery ; and, 
since the good and the bad both receive their reward in the present state of 
existence, we ought not to look for their recompense beyond the grave.— 
The doctrine of eternal misery is not founded in truth. The propagators of 
it are deceived. What if the Deity, to punish his creatures, refused to be- 
stow upon them the means of future felicity—and what if he gave them in 
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another wuld the reward of their virtue in this! does it not appear evident 
to all, that he would then be an unjust being ? And do not the sacred wrj- 
tings declare, that the wicked shall not go unpunished to their craves ?*_ 
Hear what the blessed apostle to the Gentiles says, ‘* He that doeth w rong, 
shall receive for the wrong that he hath done.” God is yo respecter of per- 
sons. He is a just God and a Saviour. Hath he said it, and shall he not 
doit ? God is not a man that he should he, nor the son of man that he should 
repent.’ Renounce, then, all false doctrines of men ; take the scriptures 
in on simplicity, as a rule of life, and look forward to the blissful era, 
when “all shall know the Lord, from the least even unto the greatest, ! 
Such a time w ll come ; such an era will arrive ; * for the mouth of the Lord 
hath spoken it.” Then let us rejoice in the Lord our strength and our sal. 
vation. Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving, and into his courts 
Ww ith praise. He has provided food for the hungry, and clothing for the na- 

ed. Great is the Lord, and worthy to be praised ; just and true are thy 
ways, thou king of saints.”’ Let us praise him for the great love wherewith 
he loved us. ‘Then we shall] be truly happy. ‘Then wil our hearts be j Joy- 
ful and glad. Virtue will not fail of its reward, nor vice of its punishment, 
so lony as a just God reigneth. We never shall see “ the righteous forsaken, 
nor his seed begging bread.” , 


The following extracts are made from“ Travels in the North of Germany, in the 
years 1825 and 1826, by Henry E. Dwight.” The writer is son of the late Timothy 
Dwight, D. D. Ex President of Yale College. Having the best opportunities for ob- 
servation, we cannot believe he was egregiously deceived, and being orthodox in his 
sentiments, we are unwilling to think he would purposely deceive others, when. the 
delusion would operate against his own sentiments. But we were unprepared for the 
reception of this intelligence, and much less for the testimony which he gives to the 
piety of Universalists. As advocates for the doctrine, we are always ready to believe 
the best which we can, in regard to the extent of liberal principles; and as the author 
states what we know to be true, respecting our general ignorance of the state of Germa- 
ny, till within a few years, we trust his information is mainly correct. But, whether 
deceived in this respect, or not, one thing is certain; the truth of God is unchangeable, 
and though we are gratified by an accession of numbers, we do not consider them as 
necessary seals to the truth. ‘Magnum est veritas et prevalebit.” 

Our opportunity for perusing this book has been too brief for analysis, and we there- 
fore content ourselves for the present, with the citation below. We will remark, how- 
ever, that as an examination of the religious sentiments of the Germans was one of his 
professed objects, he was not likely to be far removed from the truth. Rk. C. 

“ The doctrine of the eternity of future punishment is almost universally 
rejected. Lhave seen but one person in Germany who believed it, and but 
one other whose mind was wavering on this subject. Many ofthemacknowl- 
edge that the New ‘Testament seems to inculcate this doctrine ; but they find 
it, as they say, so irreconcilable with our ideas of the infinitely benevolent 
Being, whom God has revealed himself to be, that if they believed in_ his 
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perfections, they must reject the doctrine. Some contend that it is not even 
apparently announced. ‘To those texts which are generally believed with 
us toinvolve it, they give a different explanation. in their interpretation ; 
finding, as they believ. e, philological difficulties in the way. Some few 
would meet the arguments of those who believe it, by asserting, that the 
oldest manuscript of the New Testament, is of the sixth century ; and that, 
during the Arian and other controversies which agitated the church froin the 
age of the Apostles until that time; there is not only a possibility, but a pro- 
bability, that some errors have made their way into the text. Others affirm, 
as one of the Orthodox professors who is considered to be eminent for his 
piety, told me, respecting himself, that this doctrine evidently appears in the 
New Testament, but that his heart could not receive it, unless he were to 
change his views of the character of God. That we now enjoy but a single 
ray of Revelation in comparison with the hght which will burst upon our 
view in the future world; and that when we come to behold the glory of 
God, as it will there be revealed to us, he believed that this apparent difli- 
culty in his moral government, would be explained.” 
* * * ~ * - * * * * * * * 
Some of those with whom | have conversed, appear to be eminent for 
their piety. I have never seen any Christians, who seemed to me to have 
a deeper sense of the odiousness of sin in the sight of Ged, or whose hearts 
beat with a more atdent gratitude for our Saviour, for the great redemption 
he has made for fallen man. I know of no examples of- humility, greater 
than those exhibited by some of these gentlemen, or more elevated views of 
the character of God than you discover in their conversation. So far as an 
opinion can be formed of them from their reputation, and from their conver- 
sation, we must look in vain for brighter examples of piety than they exhibit. 
They certainly manifest a greater spirit of love for those who differ from them, 
than is found in most of our sects, and they feel very unwilling to shut the 
gates of heaven against all those who do not believe every article of their 
creed. In this charity and love, the Christians of most Protestant countries 
would do well to imitate them. 





We once more turn the attention of our readers to an extract from“ Smith on the 
Divine Government.” It is from his second part, chapter 1, on “the Universality of 
the Divine Benevolence.” It is too conclusive to require a word in its favour, and too 
plain to need a comment. 

For the same reason that the Deity designed to make one human being 
happy, he must have purposed to bestow felicity ultimately uponall. For if 
there be a single individual whom he created without this design, since he 
must still have had some design, it must be different from that which we have 
already shown to be the only one which he could have had in view. 

In reality, his purpose with respect to every individual, must have been, 
either to make him happy or miserable. If it were not to make him happy, 
it must have been to make him miserable ; but to suppose that he purposed 
to make any one miserable ultimately and upon the whole, is to suppose that 
he purposed the production of misery for its own sake, which has already 
been shown to be impossible. 

And if every principle of the human understanding revolt at the conclusion, 
that he is partial and capricious in his kindness, and has designed to make 
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some individuals happy, and others miserable, it is equally opposed to all the 
appearances in nature. It is refuted by every object to which we can direct 
our attention. The sun, in the brightness of his glory, diffuses light and joy 
through all the nations of the earth. He has no favourite to bless. He re- 
vards not, in his course, the little distinctions which prevail among mankind. 
He shines not on the lands of the great, forgetting to pour his beams on the 
lowly spot of the peasant. He lights up the Indies with s burning glow ; he 
smiles upon the nations of Europe with a milder beam: and he shines upon 
the hoary path of the Laplander amidst his mountains of eternal snow. “ 'The 
Lord is good to all. He causes his sun to shine upon the evil and the good,” 

The cloud, bearing in its bosom riches and fertility, pours its blessings on 
every field, without regarding the name or rank of its owner. “ The Lord 
visiteth the earth with his goodness ; he watereth ii with the dew of heaven ; 
he maketh it soft with showers ; he blesseth the springing thereof.” 

Nowhere in nature are there traces of a partial God. Some inequalities 
indeed appear in the distribution of his bounty, but this must necessarily be 
the case, if creatures are formed with different capacities, and endued with 
different degrees of excellence. ‘There can be no degrees in excellence, 
there can be. no variety of orders and ranks among inte llizent beings, unless 
some are made higher, and some lower, some better and some worse than 
others. ‘But how low incapacity, how dark and groveling in apprehension, 
how little capable of estimating the benignity of the author of its mercies, 
must be that mind which dreams that the Deity is partial, because by diffu- 
sing every where a countless variety of capacity, excellence, and happiness, 
he has adopted the means of producing the greatest sum of enjoyment ! 

The great things which make us what we are, which minister to our pri- 
mary wants, and which lie at the foundation of the happiness of all animal 
and intelligent natures, are always and everywhere the same. Life itself is 
the same, wherever that wonderful power which imparts to a mass of clay, 
the amazing properties of sensation and intelligence, has operated. | Wher- 
ever a vital fluid circulates, from the lowest animal up to the highest human 
being, it flows to diffuse enjoyment. ‘To all, indeed, it does not impart an 
equal sum of happiness, because it could not do so, unless eyery object in 
nature were exactly anne ; but to all it is the source of pleasure. Simple 
existence is a blessing ;* simply to be, is happiness. And this is the case 
with every race of animals, and with every individual of every race. The 
Deity has made no distinction in the nature of the existence which he has 
given to his creatures. He has not made the act of existing pleasurable in 
one, and painful in another ; he has made it the same in all, and in all he 
has made it happy. No reason can be assigned for this, but that he is good 


to all. 








* Weare disposed to question the truth of the remark, that “ simple existence is a 
blessing.” To exist, is to possess consciousness, and consciousness may exist, while 
the pain to which a being is subject, far exceeds the pleasure of mere being, and so far 
as this extends, life is a burden—a curse. If this be not so, misery is a mere nonentity, 
and all we argue relative to suffering, either here or hereafter, is mere waste of time 
and labour, for no possible object. Such, at least are our present impressions, and our 
own experience is the teacher. That the whole existence of any being is rather a curse 
than a blessing, we are disposed to doubt ; but so long as pain preponderates, so long, 
“ simple existence” is no/ a blessing. The author of the sentiment under review may 
not have intended to convey the ideas which we receive from his statement, but such 
sppears to be the obvious import of the language. R. C., 
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Tue First UNIVERSALIST PREACHER, 
in America was Dr. George De Benneville. 
He was born in London, July 26th, 1703. 
His father was a distinguished French gen- 
tleman, who being persecuted on account 
of his religion, upon the invitation of King 
William retired to England and had a place 
provided at Court, for himself and family. 
His mother was of the celebrated Granville 
family. After the death of his father and 
mother, Queen Anne provided him witha 
nurse, and took the most tender care of him 
during his earlier years. 

When about seventeen years of age he 
went to France to preach the glorious gos- 
pel of God our Saviour. Here he suffered 
the most cruel persecution from a proud 
and arrogant priesthood, and was at last 
condemned to die. He was conducted to 
the scaffold,and while the executioner was 
employed in binding his hands, a_ reprieve 
arrived from the king. He was conducted 
to prison, and was atlast liberated through 
the intercession of the Queen. 

After his release from confinement he 
retired into Germany, where he formed a 
very extensive acquaintance among the no- 
bility of that country. Here his labours of 
love were abundantly blessed. Among the 
converts to the doctrine of Universal Sal- 
vation he mentions the Baron of Peuchink, 
the lords of Fleishbein, the Count of Mar- 
sey, &c. &e. 


ed in preaching in the German, French, 


His time was wholly occupi- 


and Dutch languages in the various king- 
doms of Germany, Holland, &e. After la- 
bouring incessantly in these countries for 
nearlytwenty years, he came to America 
and settled in the state of Pennsylvania. 
His labours in various parts of this state 
were eminently successful. It was through 


| years. 


him that Mr. Winchester was converted to 
a knowledge ofthe truth. He died univer- 
sally lamented in the year 1793, aged 90 
His descendants are among the 
most wealthy and respectable inhabitants 
in the state of Pennsylvania, 





QUESTION TO CALVINISTS. 

You profess to believe that a portion of 
mankind are reprobated to the endurance of 
unending damnation. Does not consisten- 
cy require you to say, that this is “a con- 
summation devoutly to be wished?” Are 
you not in direct opposition to the counsel 
of God, when you beseech him to bring all 
his wandering children to the fold of love? 
Should you not—or rather, does not con- 
sistency require you to pray for Him to 
fulfil his decree of reprobation ?—Think, 
brethren, think. ; A.C. T. 

7 D. D. 

Reader, those two letters signify “ Doc- 
tor of Divinity.”—A Divinity which needs 
a Doctor, a Physician, to heal cither its 
moral or physical maladies, is worth even 
less than the “unknown god” whom the 
Athenians ignorantly worshipped! Yea, 
such a Divinity is more troublesome than 
the heathen gods—made by stone-cutters! 
An itinerant preacher being asked by an 
established minister, why there were no 
Doctors of Divinity among itinerants, re- 
plied—* Our Divinity is never sick !” 


A. C, T. 


SATAN-—A MORAL TEACHER. 


Paul, 1 Timothy 1: 19, 20, says that he 
has delivered Hymeneus and Alexander 
“unto Satan, that they may learn not to 
blaspheme.” Now, admitting the popular 
views entertained of Satan to be correct— 
that he is a liar—ablasphemer—a personal 
being—we should like to inquire of some 
Rt. Rev. D. D., how it would be possible 
for Messrs. Hymeneus and Alexander to 
profit by the teachings of his Satanic Ma- 
jesty? Would they be taught righteousness 
by the “enemy of all righteousness?” 

We are told that the habitation of the 
Evil One resounds with the execrations and 
blasphemies of millions of the human race. 
In this they are supposed to imitate the De- 





vil. How could Hymeneus and Alexan- 
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der be profited by such company? How 
could they be reclaimed? how could their 
manners be amended? Paul says—* Evil 
communications corrupt good manners.” 
So that, even if the persons above named 
were possessed of good manners, they 
would be corrupted by evil communica- 
tions. 

Willing to assist the D. D.’s in their di- 
lemna, we will suggest an idea on which 
they may improve. It is said that an itin- 
erant preacher some years since, on enter- 
ing the church, commenced cursing and 
swearing, and continued it, to the aston- 
ishment and surprise of the congregation, 
until he entered the pulpit. He then took 
his text—* Swear not.” He descanted o: 
the foolishness and inconsistency of profane 
sw earing, to the improvement of the assem- 
blage, who, but a few moments before. 
were astounded at the preacher's profani- 
ty. 
Now, Doctors of Divinity, would not 
this be a rational construction of Paul's lan- 
guage—on your own ground ? Who knows 
but Messrs. Hymeneus and Alexander, on 
hearing the dreadful profanity of one so 
exalted as Satan, would see their error, 
and cease to blaspheme! I merely suggest 
the idea for your improvement. A.C. T. 





SCHEMES! 


We had thought that the vocabulary of} 


schemes for “raising the wind” was en- 
tirely exhausted. It appears, however, by 
the following, that we were in error: 

* Some of the prisoners in the Connecti- 
cut State Prison hava recently subscribed 
$35 85, to constitute the keeper, Mr. Pills- 
bury, a member of the Connecticut Bible 
Society.” 

Whatnext? Probably some condemned 
felons will subscribe to have the same honor 
conferred on the hangman! 


UNNATURAL IDEA. 


“There is no flesh in man’s obdurate heart, 
It does not fee].”— 


I have frequently been shocked at the 
very unnatural ideas entertained and ex- 
pressed, by believers in unending cruelty, 
in regard to the anticipated felicity of hea- 
ven. So callous to every finer feeling of 
our nature—so insensible tothe warm throb- 
bings of parental love—so dead to the sen- 
sibility common to humanity—are some 


persons, as to assert that they could see and 





et 


glorify the justice of God in the unending 
damnation of their nearest and dearest re. 
latives! 

Thismelancholy truth was brought home 
tomy mind with unusual energy, while 
hearing Br.W .... . . relate a conyer. 
sation that latety occurred between him 
and a professed disciple—nay, a professed 
minister of the Gospel of Christ Jesus, Ap 
infant, upon whose unsullied brow the poi- 
sonous blast of sin had not breathed its 
baneful breath—was reposing in calm and 


/ neaceful slumber on the bosom of its moth. 





er. After picturing in all the awful gran. 
deur possible, the “roused ocean of deep 
hell”—after describing the unutterable and 
unceasing torments of the damned—with 
a ghastly smile—a smile that would have 
graced a Nero or Caligula—the disciple, the 
minister of the lowly Jesus, exclaimed— 
[ could look from heaven upon the misery 
of that child in hell—and could see the jus- 
tice of God in its unending damnation!” 
Reader, wilt thou believe it? That child 
—that slumbering infant—washis own off- 
spring—his own flesh and blood!! “The 
accusing spirit that flew upto heaven's 
chancery with the unfeeling declaration, 
blushed as he gave it in; andthe recording 
angel, as he wrote it down dropped a tear 
upon the words, and blotted them out for 


A. G7. 


” 
; 


ever 





We recently received a tract, entitled 
“ Fourteen Reasons why I am nota Uni- 
versalist.” We understand that Rev. N. 
S. S. Beman, of Troy, N. Y. (known asa 
revivalist and co-worker of Finney the 
Fanatic.) has been strewing our city with 
The fol- 
lowing language is extracted as a specimen 
It may be found 


the article to which we allude. 


of its nature and object. 
in the Fourth Reason given by the writer 
for not being a Universalist: 

“ Because allthe most corrupt, and wick- 
ed part of society are Universalists: all in 
thestate prisons, andall villains out ofthem; 
all murderers, robbers, pirates, thieves, 
swindlers, gamblers, drunkards, swearers, 
sabbath breakers, and persons of loose motr- 


als, &c. &c.” 
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TReports of the Trials of David T 
Chase and John W. Fellows for an alleged 
conspiracy, &e. ; and of Jireh Bull on an 
indictment for perjury, m the Court of Ses- 
sons. Reported by J. S. Carpentier, pp. 
4g, New York. 1829. 

(Continued.) 

Our readers will recollect that we have 
not yet done with the notable Arthur 
Tappan. We have indeed discovered his 
absence of mind, which rendered him lhia- 
ble to contradict his own testimony, and 
the clashing of Tappan vs. Tappan, is too 
obvious to need recapitulation. Every 
reader Whose capacity is above the level of 
a lobster’s must see that the antipodes are 
sot more diametrically opposed, each to 
other, then the different statements of this 
religious zealot. We have heard Judge 
Rush tell a jury, that acertain witness was 
perjured, whose testimony was far less 
apocryphal than Mr. Tappan’s. But of 
thisenough. Ifthese Reports are correct, 
arational man can form but one judgment in 
regard to his veracity. 

We have already seen the craftiness of 
Mr. Tappan, in obtaining a writing from 
Mr. Chase, binding him neither to ask nor 
receive any other endorser. On the same 
day, it seems, he endorsed three notes for 
Mr. Chase, and THEN withdrew his assis- 
tance. Self, un- 
der cover of concern for Mr. C. was at the 


Thisneeds no comment. 
bottom. But the cover not being large e- 
nough to hide itself, was to narrow for con- 
cealment. 

It seems, however, that the sow/ of Mr. 
Chase came into the account, also; and 
Mr. T. being of the soulsaving order, was 
fearful of trusting this in the hands of one 
God, and hence his very decorous allusion 
tothe Unitarian Church. If our informa- 
tion is correct, Mr. C. sometimes attended 
a place of worship, where the preacher ad- 
vocated the unity of God. 
the ears of the pious Mr. Tappan, who 
forthwith visited Mr. C. and finding the 


This came to 


report true, forewarned him of the rod 


which he held in terrorem, and threatened 
him with vengeance in case he repeated the 
offence. Mr. C. not having the fear of 
three gods before his eyes, refused to put 
the yoke of orthodoxy on his own neck, 
albeit the aforesaid Tappan termed him a 
reprobate, and denounced the Unitarian 
The 


good man’s ire, was raised, and Mr. Max- 


Church as worse than the Theatre. 


well tells the Court, p. 32, “ these men are 
VERY ANXxIOUSto have him punished.”— 
What a pity these men, viz. Tappan, Ed- 
wards, and Bull, had not power to punish 
men in the true Papal style, by an auto da 
fe. 

Mr. T. professes Presbyterian Christian- 
ily, and is a follower of the renowned Dr. 
We said, Presbyte- 
rian Christianity—a sort of religion which 


Ely, of Philadelphia. 


nas aboutas much connexion with the New 
Testament religion, as nts conduct has 
The latter 
said, If thine enemy hunger, feed him, 
The former, attempted to starve his relation. 
We will relate the fact as it comes to us. 


with the precepts of Christ. 


A Report was conveyed to the ears of 
Mr. T. that Mr. James Cummings, suc- 
coured Mr. C, while in prison, by furnish- 
ing him with the means of procuring food. 
He was cautioned not to continue in this 
course, as he valued the friendship, or 
feared the enmity of Arthur Tappan. We 
profess not to enter into the minutia of the 
case, but of the sum and substance, we are 
Add to this, that Mr. C. 
was confined immediately after his arrest, 


very confident. 


and with diminished funds, and we need 
not go to Europe in search of a tyrant. 
Reader, did you ever read or hear the 





_ history of the building of Radcliff church, 
'London? We have heard it thus related. 
| Radcliff, whose name the church bears, 
was a pirate. He had been successful, but 
was finally taken, tried, and sentenced to 
death. He asked a respite, until he could 
build a church. It was granted, and his 
finances held out until he died a natural 


death. Did you ever read a real hearty 





begging address, calling on people to give, 
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and almost promising them a future life of 


happiness, conditioned on their liberalit) 
in bestowing? We have—and we kno: 

people, who seem to think that attention 
to this requisition is the summum bonum 
of religion. Nay, we can point tomen who 
consider a fraud on the revenue as perfect- 
ly harmless, and a trifling advantage taken 
of UNCLE SAM, quite consistent with reli- 
gion; and more especially, if the deed be 
perpetrated so far off as PassaMaquoppDy 
Bay!! Nay, reader, tremble not—we blun- 
der into these odd fancies sometimes, and 
have only to say by way of extenuation, 
that 


“«We no man call nor ape nor ass, 
Tis his own conscience holds the glass.” 


We wonder if the system at which we 
peep, is much better than selling indulgen- 
cies. Some men tythe mint, anise, and 
cummin, to this day, and, like those of old, 
omitthe weighter matters ofthe law.—Such 
were called hypocrites in days of yore, and 
their oppugnation was violent. Modern 
hypocrites are equally exasperated at the 
appellation !!! 

We have done with Mr. T. for the pre- 
sent. 
our future numbers on this subject, we 
may give himasalute. Our next business 
is more particularly with Wm. W. Ed- 
wards and Jireh Bull. R. CANFIELD. 

@::® 
WEBSTER’S D'CTIONARY, &c. 





It will be remembered by the readers of 


the Herald, that the 5th No. contained a 
Review of the definition given in the above 
work, of the word pamn, and its deriva- 
tives. The Review was followed by some 
severe strictures in the Christian Reposit- 
ory, in which the writer, Rev. S. C. Love- 
land, seemed to be of opinion that the Re- 
view to which we allude “ought to be con- 
sidered rude and impertinent.” To this 
article a reply was inserted in the 10th No. 
of the Hera'd —which, together with a re- 
joinder from: Br. Loveland, was inserted 
in the * Watchman and Christian Reposit- 
ory.” This rejoinder comes now to be ex- 
amined. 

It may, perhaps, be proper to notice the 
more courteous manner in which 8. C. L. 
treats the Reviewer. 





Should we meet him in the way of 





Instead of continu- | 


ing to apply the epithet « rude and ims, 
tinent,” he says—“I have no dispositie, 
for contention with the Reviewer, and es 
much as I might applaud his zeal for "the 
cause of truth, | still think he is unfortunate 
in the ground which he has taken,” This 
is well, I trust we shall have no cause for 
crimination nor recrimination, in the dis. 
cussion of the subject in hand. Of the 
“uniortunate ground,” our readers mus 
judge. 

_ The writer says that “ Dr. Webster has 
givena limited as well as an unlimited 
meaning to the worddamn:” what care | for 
his limited meaning? He has cited Mark 
16: 16, in proof of his unlimited definition. 
and it was upon this citation the Review 
was founded. 

“Notwithstanding J have no doubt of the 
correctness of Dr. Webster's definition, I 
would not be an abettor of doctrines, whose 
only support is from tradition and super. 
stition. Nordo I believe in the doctrine of 
endless punishment.” Then thou must 
disbelieve that damn has an unlimited sig- 
nification! And yet thou hast no doubt that 
it has an unlimited meaning! Is not this a 
palpable contradiction ? 

But thou wilt probably refer me to the 
conclusion of thy first paragraph, for a re. 
ply. The word DAMN may mean a ‘sep. 
tence to everlasting punishment in a future 
state, and yet the doctrine be false. False 
things have a name in language as well as 
true ones.” 

May mean—and yet be false—and still 
believe it to be correct! If this benot soph- 
istry, [know not what is. 

Thou hast quoted—* The editor of the 
Repository has written a Greek Lexicon, 
Does he say, that damn means, ‘to sen- 
tence to everlasting punishment in a future 
state,’ ifnot, then he is guilty of innova- 
tion.” In reply thou hast said—*need we 
inform our reviewer, that we do not explain 
English words in a Greek Lexicon?” We 
answer, No: we should have said katakri- 
no, instead of damn. But does this ma- 
terially alter the question? If thou hast not 
explained katakrino as it istranslated in the 
common version of Mark 16: 16—thou 
art guilty of innovation—thou hast “de- 
prived thousands of the meaning of a word 
sanctioned by the usage of hundreds of 
years.” Thou hast departed from the “in 
disputable authority,” of tradition, and thy 
definition instead of standing on the “ solid 
foundation” of superstition, is built upon— 
the sand of modern Knowledge! 

“He (the reviewer) seems to think that 
the question of ‘everlasting punishment in 
a future state’ is involved, as a subject of 
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jebate, inthe meaning of the word damn.” ; he “had not explained DAMN and its deriva- 
We do think that the signification attached | tives to please the Universalists.” What 


to the word damned in Mark 16: 16, has | care I whether a definition pleases or dis- 
an unhappy tendency in preventing a prop- | pleases me—I am not the bigoted partisan 
er understanding of the passage—and my | of a bigoted party. Truth ismy aim, and 
aim in the Review was to disprove the pop- | lam ready and willing to follow wherever 
ylarconstruction, and to show the impro-/|sheshalllead. “Supported Universalism!” 
riety of quoting it as proof of the * ever- —supported Truth is the question—and i 
jasting punishment” reserved for unbelief. | contend that W ebster’s definitions of Res- 
[contend that this is involved as a subject | titution and Restoration do support it.— 
ofdebate. If Noah Webster had not quo- | Whoever thinks differently has an undoubt- 
ted the passage to which we allude, then | ed right to express his opinions—and | have 
the reasoning of Br. Loveland would be| a right, as undoubted, to reply. 

He has quoted it—and we con- | have granted that * Noah Webster de- 


? 


corre.t. 
tend that Br. L’s reasoning is incorrect. serves much commendation for his labors.’ 


The writer says—* while we explain} What care I whether “his work is purely 
modern terms by modern usage, we must} American,” orpurely European? Whatev- 
igok to ancient usage for an explanation of | er I believe to be true in his work I receive 
ancient words.”’ Granted. Wemustlook | —and there is much of this description. 
tothe ancient usage of Mark 16: 16, for| Whatever is erroneous (and 8. C. L. has 
anexplanation ofits meaning. Upon this} granted that Webster’s “ Dictionary may 
rests the debate. Wil Br. Loveland say | have errors, and undoubtedly has’) I re- 
that Christ intended to be understood in an | ject—among which I conceive to be his de- 
unlimited sense? Ifso, we are at issue, | finition of the word damned, in Mark 16: 





Will he say that Christ intended to be un- | 16. A. C. T. 
derstood ascarrying the punishment beyond ' 
the present life? Ifso, we are still at issue. Since the above was in type, we have 


Br. L. may contend that we are to look | received the Christian Intelligencer. Br. 
to the ancient usage of the word damn, and | Drew, in speaking of Webster’s Dictiona- 
not katakrino. But if the latter word does | ry, observes, thatthe remarks made by him, 
not signify what is popularly understood | some weeks since, in relation to that work, 
by damn (and he says it does not) then it! were founded on the Review published in 
will follow that there was a period when | this paper; and adds, that he has since be- 
itsuse was perverted. Shall we counte-| come convinced that Dr. Webster “might 
nance this perversion? Should we not ra-| not have been governed by any sectarian 
ther use our best endeavors to enlighten our | considerations” in defining damn to signify 
fellow-men onthis importantsubject? Shall | to “sentence to everlasting punishment in 
we sitand calmly and deliberately see a|a future state.” This belief is further 
“learned and indefatigable” lexicogapher | strengthened in Br. Drew’s mind by the 
quote a passage from the Scriptures in proof| fact, that Dr. W. has given a limited signi- 
of what we know to be false? God for- | fication to the word damn. 
bid. * * * * * But what had the Review to do with the 

8. C. L. suggests that the Reviewer will | latter? Dr. W. quoted Mark 16: 16, in 
object to his argument on the ground that | proof of his unlimited definition. On this 
it*would destroy the validity of the origin- | fact the exceptions in the Review were ta- 
al scriptures.” He is of opinion, however, | ken, Let this quotation be expunged,— 
thatit would “establish acriterion by which | and the introduction ofthe work into schools 
they may beunderstood.” By whom? Not | will be less exceptionable. So Jong as the 
by the illiterate—not by the mass of marf- | quotation remains, we contend that the de- 
kind—not by those who should be enlight- | finition is wholly sectarian. 
ened—but solely and alone by those who Br. Drew says that Dr. Webster was im- 
have studied the original scriptures, and | partial in defining the word to signify ever- 
those to whom they will have honesty suffi- | lasting punishment in a future state. Dr. 
cient to reveal the truth. W. “leaving his reader to understand the 

The writer says—*Had our reviewer | word ‘everlasting’ as applied to ‘punish- 
have cast his eye upon some other words in | ment’ as he pleased.” But what will Br. 
this dictionary, he might have thought that | Drew say, when he is informed that Dr. 
it supported Universalism,”—and cites the | W. hasthus defined the word Damnine— 
signification attached to Restitution and | “dooming to EvpLEss punishment in a fu- 
Restoration. This language, I fear, is a| ture state.” Will Br. Drew countenance 

second edition of Br. L’s suggestion that I | this? Will he still wish to have the work 
called Noah Webster to an account because | used in schools? We feel confident that 
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Br. Drew has forgotten thisdefinition. He 
knows too well the force of education to 
defend the propagation of such definitions? 
A. C. T. 
TO THE TEACHERS IN ISRAEL. 
You are frequently in the habit of pro- 
nouncing the wickEep Universalists to be 
wolves in sheep's clothing, and likening 
them unto the goats who shall be (as you 
say) stationed on the left hand ot Christ 
in the day of Judgment. Let us sve, by 
your own showing, how correct you are in 
doing so, 
The Wolf, we all know, is a very raven- 
ous and cruel animal, which is particularly 


fond—not of sheep, but—of the destruc- | 


tion of sheep; and the Goat is as crafty 


as the Wolf is cruel, and is withal fond of 


nuTTiING those who have never injured it, 
On the other hand, the sheep is—but why 
describe it? it never has destroyed any be- 
ing, and manifests no disposision to suTT 
except in self-defence, and scarcely then. 
“ Actions speak louder than words,” and 
what say they on this point? Do your ac- 
tions toward Universalists prove you to be 
wolves, or not? Have Universalists closed 
their houses of worship against you, when 
you had none to worshipin? Have they 
ever reported of you that you denied God 
~—did not believe in Christ, Heaven, Devil 
or Hell? that you said the bible was an old 
wife’s fable ? Nay ; but many of you have 
so acted toward Universalists, as is well 
known. Have Universalists ever petitioned 
for exclusive favours to be conferred on 
them, above you, by the State or National 
Legislatures? Have they ever attempted 
to disenfranchise you—to have your testi- 
mony rejected in courts of justice on ac- 
count of your speculative opinions? No— 
but so have you acted towards Universal- 
ists. Have Universalists passed laws ma- 
king a crime out of the profession of your 
faith? Have they refused to pray or preach 
in houses or assemblies because you had 
preached there? Never! Have they refused 


to take you by the hand on account of 


your belief? Have they represented you as 
the most wicked people in Christendom ? 
Have they hunted far and wide to get upa 
well told tale of one of your body recant- 
ing on a deathbed, or dying on the gal- 
lows? They might have done so—the 
latter particularly, for there are real actual 
cases enough—but it was Never done ex- 
cept in self-defence. Who now are the 
lambs of Christ, and who their persecuting 
wolves? Who now the sheep, and who 
the goats? Judge by rruits, and then an- 
swer. A.B. G. 





| 








See 


VISIT TO MARIETTA, 


On the 10th ult. being on a visit to this 
place, it was thought proper by the friends 
of the truth, toappointa meeting. Deem,. 
ing it expedient to afford an opportunity to 
our opponents to disprove our sentiments, 
I visited the Calvinistic Pastor—invited— 
pressed—beseeched him anda fellow-lim. 
itarian clergyman who had afew days pre. 
vious made a public attempt to put down 
Universalism—to attend the meeting—as 
an opportunity would be given for a rep} 
to the sentiments advanced. They exey. 
sed themselves, on the ground that they 
had appointed a meeting for that eyenj 
at a village a few miles distant. “You are 
not engaged this afternoon, I presume” 
“No.” “Then what will prevent your at. 
tendance at one discourse?” “I could not 
stand up while you were praying!” “ Wel], 
sit still till prayer isconcluded.” “I would 
not be in the house while you were pray. 
ing.” * Well, sir, you can remain in the 
yard till prayer is concluded.” “I am bad 
enough without going to hear a Universal- 
ist.” 


With such like argument did these faith- 


ful shepherds of the flock evade approach- 


ing the dangerous heresy. With angry de- 
nunciations and fearful threatenings of e- 
ternal perdition—did one of those meek and 
lowly disciples of our Lord attempt to inti- 
midate him who had kindly invited them 
to a public discussion of the important sub- 
ject of salvation ! So far from reciprocating 
the kind offices of friendship, that he refu- 
sed to be called friend or brother—being, 
as he said, neither friend nor brother to an 
infidel! (Have wenotallone Father?) He 
refused to give me his hand—imagining 
that thereby he would be bidding me God 
speed! 

Despite, however, ofhis anathemas, three 
lectures were delivered to very respectable 
coneregations—notwithstanding the brief 
notice given, and the fact that the meetings 
were held in t! eevening of Wednesday, and 
the afternoon and evening of the day fol- 
lowing. The clergymenare informed, that 
we shall, God willing, come to see them 
again! 

It was expected that a lecture would be 
delivered in Lancaster on Friday evening 
—but no place could be obtained. We pre- 
sume that an open field or an orchard can 
be had—and we shall, if life and health is 
spared—see to this matter ere long. 

A. C. T. 

“ For therefore we both labour and suffer 
reproach, because we trust in the living 
God, who is the Saviour of all men.” 














this 
nds 
>m- 




















— 


“The following, first published in the Me- 
chanics’ Free Press, is upon the subject of 


the late flagrant violation of the laws, by 
the inhabitants of Princeton, in stopping 
the United States Mail on Sunday. 

That there exisis ainong the ieaders of the 
self styled ortwodox, the determination to 
doom to utier exlinchon, the Light that 

uides Ue chiidren Of the setormation, 

gud wat iverty of mind which is their ylo- 
ry, 18 too apparel to require proot, itis 
yite mpossivie tha} the signs of the times 
can be muscoustrued, ~The attemptto es- 
tablish a nauioual printing establishment, 
which should monopolize ail the printing 
inthe union—tieir late desperate struggle 
to stop the mail running on one particular 
day inseven—and last, though not least, 
the bold, high handed measures adopted 
by the puous citizens of Princeton, the head 
quarters of priestcrait, in the case now un- 
der notice, all speak a language too plain 
to be misunderstood. 

We would ask—shall the opposers of 
intellectual emancipation be allowed to 
trample upon the laws of the land with um- 
punity ? The next step will be, the rack, 
the gibbet, and a second edition of the in- 
fernal inquisition. If an arrogant, craity, 
and designing priesthood, are so exceeding- 
ly sensitive on the subject of the * holy 
Sabbath,’ why do they not give an exam- 
ple, by abstaining from iabour on that day: 
Jsit any greater abomination inthesight of 
God, for an honest layman to earn his 
scanty pittance on the iirst day of the week, 
than for a man-made priest to “divine for 
money” onthatday? Is it more heinous 
fora layman to travel on that day, than 
pious beggars? Do we not read in the book 
they pretend so much to revere, about 
straining out a small insect and swallowing 
a huge beast? 

Freemen of America! The tree of liber- 
ty was planted on your soil amid the whirl- 
wind and the tempest: it has been water- 
ed with tears and blood. And now, when 
its towering branches have well-nigh reach- 
edthe heavens, the axe is to be laid at its 
very roots! A proud and aspiring priest- 
hood are straining every nerve to crush it 
at asingle blow!! 

W: are no alarmists—we are no spiritu- 
al dreamers—what we now say isan awful 
reality. Look abroad—see the coaiitions 
and combinations that are, and have been 
entered into, for the purpose of establishing 
a national hierarchy, and then say it is our 
duty to cry peace, peace, when there is no 
peace. Welivein times when the slight- 

est circumstance should not pass unheeded 
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—when the speck that now dots the edge 
of our horizon, though “no bigger than @ 
man’s hand,” is the fearful harbinger of 
the approaching storm. These are the 
times of portentous and awful admonitions. 
Shall we tamely surrender our dearest 
rights without a single struggle? Shall we 
aliow the saddle of priestly domination to 
be quietly thrown on our backs? We say 
God forbid. T. F. Ed. Gos. Her. 


FIRM BELIEF 


IN ENDLESS MISERY IMPOSSIBLE. 


— 








What is hope? ‘Itis the expectation of 
a desirable event, predicated upon the 
Ask a be- 
liever in endless misery if he does not hope 


knowledge of certain facts.’ 


that ali mankind will be saved, and he will 
Notwithstan- 
ding this hope he still asserts his belief to 


answer in the affirmative. 


the contrary. 

But | contend that in exaet proportion to 
the strength of his hope in the salvation of 
all, his belief in the unending misery of a- 
ny individual will decrease. Hope is the 
expectation of a desirable event, if then, 
a believer in ceaseless unhappiness, hopes 
for the salvation ofall, he hopes fora ce- 
sirable event, consequently the endless 
misery of any created being is an event to 
be deprecated. 

Now isit not rational to conclude that 
the author of the unmitigated misery of a- 
ny human beingis an object of deprecation: 
And would not the author of universal sal- 
vation be worthy of the adoration and 
praise of the universe? Would not that a- 
doration decrease in proportion to the num- 
ber who are not saved? 

But upon what facts do professing be- 
lievers in eternal misery predicate their 
hope in the salvation of all? Can their faith 
be firm and yet their profession of hope be 
sincere? God forbid that the most beneyo- 
lent desires of the human breast should be 
chilled by a belief in unrelenting cruelty! 


O. W. 





How much better is the man who would 
cut his neighbour's throat, if he did not fear 
the gallows, than the murderer, in a moral 
point of view °—Liberalist. 
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THE HOME OF MAN, 
Oh! sacred star of evening. tell, 
In what unseen, celestial sphere ; 
The spirits of the pertect dwell, 
Too pure to rest in sadness here. 


Roam they the crystal fields of light, 
O’er paths alone by angels trod— 

Their robes with heavenly lustre bright, 
Their home—the Paradise of God ? 


Soul of the just ! and canst thou soar 
Amid these radiant spheres sublime, 

Where countless hosts of heaven adore, 
Through the unbounded march of time ? 


And canst thou gain the sacred choir, 
Through heaven’s high dome the strain to 
raise ! 
Where seraphs strike the golden lyre, 
In ever-during notes of praise ? 


Oh! who would heed the chilling blast, 
That blows o er Time’s eventful! sea ; 

If doom'd to hail, these perils past, 
The bright wave of eternity ! 


And who the sorrows would not bear 
Of such a transient world as this, 

When hope displays beyond its care, 

So fair an entrance into bliss! 
ae 
PROPOSAL, 

BY T. FISK, 

For publishing by subscription, in the city 
of New York, a Treatise on Divine Gov- 
ernment, by Dr. Southwood Smith, from 
the fourth London edition. 

This work is too well known to the 
American public to need any recommenda- 
tion. It will be printed on good paper, 
with new type. The volume will contain 
from three to four hundred pages, 12mo, 
and will be afforded at $1 bound. Agents 
who forward five dollars, will receive six 
copies. The work will be put to press im 
mediately. Depositaries will be establish- 
ed in all the principal towns in the coun- 
try. Orders addressed to T. Fisk, will 
receive prompt attention. Editors friend- 
ly to the cause of truth, will be pleased to 
insert the above. 





GLAD TIDINGS. 


Several extracts may be found in this 
number, from Henry E. Dwight’s Travels 
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in the north of Germany. A meeting of 
the friends of liberal christianity was held 
at the Masonic Hall, Broadway, on Friday 
evening 26th ult. for the purpose of consyj- 
tingas to the proper method for celebrating 
(if so it may be called) the joyful tidings 
communicated in Mr. Dwight’s work, re. 
specting the state of religion in the coun- 
tries which he visited. It was unanimous. 
ly agreed that a public meeting be held in 
the Ist Universalist Church, in Prince 
street, on the 4th of July—at 3 o'clock 
P. M. when several addresses will be deliy- 
ered, and thanksgivings offered, commem.- 
orative of the joy and rejoicing we feel jp 
»eing assured that the sun of intellectual] 
mancipation is approaching the meridian 
of its splendor in Germany—dispelling the 
dark clouds of what we conceive to be er. 
ror, which have long brooded over the 
world. The horrible decrees of Calvin— 
the worse than infernal dogma of endless 
torture, malignity, cruelty, and revenge, 
is almost universally rejected by the Ger- 
mans! 
The friends of liberal christianity are re- 
spectfully and earnestly invited to attend. 


SO 
THE INQUISITOR-=NO. 4, 


The orthodox clergy contend that there 
is a place of depository between that hell 
into which the sinner enters at death, and 
that into which he must be cast after the 
resurrection. 

Query. Will his Satanic majesty pay 
their storage ? 

No. 5. 
To those who pray for the salvation of 
all men. 


Do you believe that God will save all 
men? No. 
Do you think it would be right in God 
tosave all? No. 
Then, as you pray for the salvation of 
all, do you not pray for God to do wrong? 
J. B.S. 
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